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Hamilton Community News representatives Holly Aitchison, Fiona Steele, Aletha Brown, Lorrie Williamson, Kris Hadfield and Lorna Lester, left to right, stand with all of the non-perishable food items collected during HCN’s recent three-week departmental Hamilton Food Share challenge. 

Hamilton Community News rises to Food Share challenge

By Laura Lennie, News Staff
Hamilton Community News has collected non-perishable food items and raised more than $1,200 for Hamilton Food Share.

HCN recently ran a three-week Hamilton Food Share challenge, which saw its departments engage in a creative and friendly battle over who could collect and raise the most for the cause.

The production department collected food items, held a brown bag lunch for staff and organized a silent auction, while the sales department and business office collected food and ran a spaghetti luncheon. Sales representative Aletha Brown used Facebook to put a call out to family and friends, who answered by donating a car trunk full of food. The editorial department also pitched in by collecting food, money and running a 50/50 draw.

“We are very pleased with the positive spirit in which all departments participated to support each other’s fundraising events. It made the end result of camaraderie both a company and community success,” said HCN Hamilton Food Share challenge committee member Lorna Lester, adding the company matched the money raised through the initiatives.

A further $650 will also go to food share from advertisers who supported the campaign.

HCN has supported Hamilton Food Share for four years.

“Hamilton Community News has the ability to reach people across our great city,” Food Share resource/development director Rachel O’Reilly said. “It is amazing the phone calls we get after the newspaper has covered us. The partnership between Hamilton Community News and Hamilton Food Share has proved to be essential in raising the awareness of hunger, as well as much-needed food and funds.”

HCN Hamilton Food Share challenge committee member Fiona Steele said it is a community newspapers’ responsibility to be a leader in causes like Food Share.

“I think this year, especially with our competition, it again made us think as a team of ways to help the less fortunate. We all agree that we are all very lucky and it makes sense to help others,” she said. “Who knows if we will ever be in a similar situation and have to depend on the generosity of others.”

With more than 18,400 people – more than 8,500 of which are children – relying on a food bank in order to survive every month in Hamilton, the need to help those less fortunate never stops.

“There is so much people can do. One person can really make a difference,” O’Reilly said.

Food Share generates about  $5 worth of food for every dollar donated.

